
 

The mission of the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES is to provide innovative leadership, programs, and services 
 in response to the emerging educational needs of our school districts. 

 

Howard D. Mettelman 
District Superintendent 
T: 315.793.8560 
F: 315.793.8541 
hmettelman@oneida-boces.org  
 
December 19, 2016 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Staff:  

 

On September 6, 2016, Governor Cuomo signed new legislation requiring the testing of drinking 

water in New York Schools for lead levels.  The new legislation is explained in “State Department of 

Health Issues New Regulations to Mandate Lead Testing in New York Schools by October 31.”  To 

access this document please visit the following link:  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-landmark-legislation-test-drinking-water-new-york-schoolslead  

 

As a result of this legislation, we contacted the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES Safety Office and 

requested testing of all water fixtures for lead. The Safety Office is providing a full, comprehensive 

report of the sampling program, which includes a building survey of source locations, sampling, 

reporting, and follow-up assistance.  There were 120 water fixtures (drinking fountains, sinks, mop 

sinks, etc.) tested throughout the OHM BOCES building that service our Bridges Center-based 

students, Middle Settlement Academy students, and PTECH students and only 2 sources showed 

lead levels at or above the allowable 15 ppb (parts per billion).  Both of these sources are science 

sinks located in Room 318.  No drinking fountains tested over the allowable limit. 

 

We have remediated the problem areas by temporarily posting signage that alerts students and staff 

to avoid drinking the water from these sinks.  Our maintenance department will be taking steps to 

correct the affected areas.  Once these areas have been corrected, re-testing will then take place and 

results should be available within 4 to 6 weeks.  We will send a second letter to you regarding those 

results, and post them on our website as well.  

 

You can review a copy of our first set of water testing results at any Main Office, which are open 

Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., or on our website at www.oneida-boces.org.  For 

more information about water quality in our schools, please contact rharris@oneida-boces.org.  For 

information about water quality and sampling for lead in your home, contact your local water 

supplier or visit www.leadfreemv.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Howard D. Mettelman 

District Superintendent  
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mailto:rharris@oneida-boces.org
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